
Abstract 

Célestin Piette’s speech will highlight why major chemical companies (DOW, Exxon, 
Shell...) are now moving forward with Small Modular Reactors (SMRs), and what this 
means for Belgium. The presentation will cover the current status—which are no longer 
just concepts, with construction underway and industrial programmes advancing. Key 
points will include how SMRs can supply reliable, low-carbon heat and power for 
chemical processes, and why momentum is building thanks to new funding and policy 
initiatives (IPCEI, ETF...). The talk will also touch on international trends and recent case 
studies. Finally, Célestin will share what Tractebel has been doing to support these 
developments and drive SMR opportunities for Belgian industry. 
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Industrial Management. After three years in Canada leading Tractebel Inc.’s SMR 
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up of the Belgian New Nuclear Program. He focuses on integrating high-temperature 
reactors with heavy industry, leveraging international experience and strategic insight. 
Célestin represents Tractebel and Engie in global nuclear forums including WNA, 
OECD/NEA, IAEA, and EPRI, and is coordinating a nascent industrial alliance for the 
deployment of SMRs in Belgium. 


